Che Bistoriographer 


A ef the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut 
®. 10 December, 1954 


Published quarterly by the archivist and Historiograph- 
er of the Diocese, P. 0. Box 1080, Hartford 1, Connecti- 
Out. Subscription rate; $2.00 a year. Beck isaues; 50¢ 


BISHOP WILLIAMS* SCRAPBOOK OF OLD LETTERS 


A copy book now in the Archives preserves tran-~ 
scripts of early Church correspondence, the originals 
of which we have not been able to locate. The lit~ 
tle volume was compiled, apparently, before John Wil- 
liams inscribed the following as a title page: "Min-~ 
utes and Extracts from Correspondence, relating 
to the History of fhe American Church more es-~ 
pecially to the Diocese of Connecticut. 1850." 


Although our custom usually permits us 
to edit only original documents, we feel, 
in this instance, that we have a duty to 
preserve "copies" or "copies of copies" 
if they touch upon the early days of 
the Seaboard dioceses. In order to pub- 
lish the following transcripts in a 
strictly chronological order, we have 
been obliged slightly to rearrange thems 


[1] 
Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated May 19, 1775, on board 
' %H. Me King Fisher at Sandy Hook, N. J., 
~ about to depart for England, to the Rev. 
Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, 
Rage 


"From on board his Majesty's Ship King Fisher 
now at Sandy Hooke, from whence I expect to depart 
for England tomorrow, let me request the Favor of 
you to give my people a Sunday two or three times 
this Summer, provided the times will admit of it. 
have not liesure to tell you my tale which you may 
learn from others. I shall be glad to hear from you, 

. in London, and to do you any services in my power, 
Dr. Cooper, Mr. Cooke, and Capt. Blarney are my fel- 
low-passengers. Adieu. God bless you and yours, and 
grant us all better times. JI am, and shall be how- 
ever distant and wheresoever driven to, 

Your ever affectionate Brother--" 


[2] 
Smith, William 
Letter dated Sept., 1776, at Philadelphia, to the 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [7 New Brunswick, N. J.] 


cE 


"Dear Sir: I should long since have answered 

your letter, but had hopes of seeing you; and the 
Subject was such that I could not resolve your ques= 
tion so well in writing as in conversation. You know 
the next meeting of our Corporation should have been 
at New York, on Tuesday Se'en-night; but as it would 
be impossible to meet or do business there, I presume 
the meeting could not be held, and the Secretary did 
not advertise it on that presumption. Our fund will 
be injured, if a meeting is not some-how got; and as 
our President is also dead, I know no way agreeable 

~ ¢o our Rules, but for the standing Committees to ad- 


at 
Ne 


vertise a special meeting or conference which might 
most conveniently be held at Brunswick or Trenton. 
Pray consult Dr, Auchmuty, if he is at Brunswick, 
and if it could be the middle of November, we could 
advertise, and I would get our Missionaries to ate 
tend, most of whom have at present nothing to hin- 
der their attendance, I am to beg a line by Post, 
and am & &c &c." 


[3] 
Smith, William 
(+ Jacob Duché, Abraham Beach, Th. Coombe, Wm. 

Stringer, Wm. White and Robert Blackwell) 
Conference record about the relief of widows 
and children of clergymen suffering as a re= 
sult of the Revolutionary War, dated Nov. 13, 
1776, at Philadelphia, Pa, 


"At a Conference of the subscribers at Phil- 
adelphia, Nov. 13,1776. Taking into con-= 
sideration the suffering state of the fund 

for the relief of the widows and children 
of Clergymen in the Communion of the 

Church of England of America owing to 
the impossibility of holding the last 

annual meeting at N. Y. agreeable to 

the rules of the Corporation, and 
finding that large sums of money re- 
main in the hands of the Treasurers, 
which cannot be put out agreeable to 
the said rules, and that the keeping 
the money unemployed, and in paper 
of various currencies may be very pre- 
judicial to the fund-= We are of opin=- 
ion that the treasurers and standing com=- 
mittees with the Secretary, should en=- 
deavor to vest the said monies in the pur- 
chase of some real estate or estates, use 
ing their best judgement and discretion there- 
in, as they would in laying out their own money. 

And, whereas through the present difficulty and 
distress of the times, some of the Clergy have not 
an opportunity, and others want the ability of pay- 
ing their annual subscriptions agreeable to the 
laws, and if the said subscriptions were paid in, 
it would only add to the risk of the Capital, which 
cannot be lent out--we are further of opinion, that 
the Treasurer should not insist on the legal fine 
for neglect of payment, but that it would be more 
for the advantage of the fund to leave the subscrip-= 
tions in the hands of the different subscribers at 
6 per. cent. interest, till the treasurers either 
have an opportunity of laying out the same in a con- 
venient purchase, or letting it at interest agreeable 
to the laws of the Corporation. And we will endea- 
vor to obtain an indemnification for the Treasurers 
at the first meeting of the Corporation for acting 
according to this advice, and will, in the mean time, 
apply (as occasion offers) to other clerical and lay 
members for their approbation hereof. 

Having further affectionately conferred together 
on the state of our Churches, some of which have 
been shut up by the Clergy, while others have been 
kept open, and being persuaded that both parties 
have acted agreeably to their consciences, and the 
different circumstances in which they are placed, we 
think that this ought to occasion no breach in our 
brotherly union or christian charity, and that we 


should be candidly disposed to wait the opinion of 
our Superiors on so interesting and difficult a mat- 
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ter. Signed-- 
William Smith, 
Jacob Duché. 
Abr'm Beach. 
Th. Coombe. 


William Stringer. 
William White. 
Robert Blackwell, 


[4] 
Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated May 16, 1777, at London, Enge, to the 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, N.J.] 


"I had originally full confidence in your Loyalty 
and Steadiness, The accounts I received from my 
friends convinced me that I was not mistaken in my 
Opinion and belief. Your own letter has mentioned 
several particulars which show the soundness of your 
judgement as well as the firmness of your Principles. 
I am particularly obliged to you for your visits to 
Mrs. Chandler, and for having once preached in my 
pulpit; and I much approve of your resolving not to 
preach in it after it had been [ | 
by Page, in the manner you mention. I hope my peo- 
ple will be convinced of their errors, but till that 
shall appear to be the case, they cannot expect any 
notice from the Society [the S.P.G.] or from the reg- 
ular Clergy. My affection for them as a body, in- 
cluding a great number of worthy, well-meaning per- 
sons, strongly attached to me, still continues; but 
I have been treated very ill by some of the vestry, 
who had become purse=-proud and insolent, and expected 
me to comply with their wild and whimsical projects. 
I fancy however that their mettle will soon be re= 
duced, and their courage cooled; and they will at 
length see that where we have differed, I have been 
right, and they themselves wrong. 

As to public matters, the Prospect here is as fair 
as we could wish, and with you it seems to be bright- 
ening very fast. 
nies should take place, in which personal protection 
and the Security of property are duly provided for, 
and the powers of Government lodged in proper hands, 
as I flatter myself will be the case; though the 
Purchase has been dear, we shall not in the end so 
greatly regret the hardships it has been our portion 
to struggle with, on our way to it. 

I know not when I shall return, perhaps not till 
after another winter." 


[5] 
Cooke, Samuel 
Letter dated August, 1780, at New York, to the Rev. 
Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, N.J.] 


"Dear Sir: Your favor of the 1144 inst. did not 
reach me, (owing to a particular reason which it is 
needless now to mention) until the 23, 

I immediately complied with your request, and con= 
sulted with the following Clergymen separately, and 
as I could find them, not having it cleverly in my 
power, though I much wished it, to get them together. 
The Rector, Dr. Seabury, Mr. Browne, [7 Leaming,] 
Moore, Odell, Sayre, Beardsly, Panten. All of whom 
I beleive you well know, and are acquainted with. 
cannot say we were unanimous in our opinions on the 
case. One however only, advised a compliance, and 
packed his opinion with the respectable authorities 
of Bps. Bull, Sanderson, Usher and Dre Hammond in the 
time of the great Rebellion. One other I call a Neu= 
tral. He thought no advice could be properly given 
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by us at this distance, being ignorant of many cir- 
cumstances which ought to guide and govern us in 
such cases---that you, yourself on the spot, could 
be the only competent judge, both of your own feel- 
ings, and the propriety of it. The rest were of 
Opinion that a compliance would be wrong, if not 
sinful. 

Thus have I given you, in short, the sentiments of 
your brethren here. It is needless to adduce the ar-= 
guments that were used pro and con; and perhaps 
might not be prudent, as the conveyance of letters 
is precarious. 

I have been just writing to London, and have ask-= 
ed Dr. Chandler's opinion of the case; which if I 
receive, I will take an opportunity of conveying to 
youe In the mean time may God direct you for the 
best-= may he soon bring us out of our present dis- 
tress, and restore to us those blessings of peace 
and plenty, which we formerly, with so much happi- 
ness enjoyed. 

Dr. Inglis has sent you the last abstract; the 
present years being not yet arrived. JI have the 
pleasure to acquaint you that the society's fund is 
very different at present, from what it was at the 
publication of this abstract. They have had a gen= 
eral collection throughout England, and the largest 
ever known since they, have been a Corporation 
amounting to 20000 sterling, besides a legacy of 
2000 sterling, by one of the London clergy, viz: 
Mr. Hecksball, Rector of St. Ann's, Aldergatee 


[6] 
Cooke, Samuel 
Letter dated Aug. 24, 1781, at New York, to the 
Rev. Dre Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, Mads | 


"I told you that about this time twelvemonth I 
answered a letter of yours upon a particular sub-= 
ject---sent you the opinion of your brethren resi- 

dent in this city, on that subject. JI told you that 
I would ask the advice and opinion of Dr. Chandler. 

I accordingly did so, and about five weeks ago I re- 
ceived an answer dated so long since as October last, 
of which the following is an extract. 

'The extract from Beach's letter, which you have 
given me, is much to his honor; it discovers in him 
such a principle and disposition as I am always 
pleased to see in any of our brethren. He will not 
enter upon a measure, though it appears to him of 
importance, without the approbation or at least the 
advice of the clergy in New York. It seems that you 
were not quite unanimous in your opinion, and you 
ask me for mine. Though the case will have been de- 
termined before this can reach you, I think myself 
obliged to send you a few observations upon it. 

'To depart from a standing rule, established by 
Legal Authority, and to which we have promised and 
sworn conformity, on the supposition of the utility 
of such a step, and without a dispensation, must, 
in an ordinary way, fall under the condemnation af 
doing evil, that good may come. Yet where law and 
order are totally subverted through the wickedness 
of others, and we see an opportunity of giving sup- 
port to an unquestionably good cause by such a mea= 
sure as would be unjustifiable in other circum- 
stances, I am by no means such a Casuist as to con= 
demn every compliance however small, For it may be 
presumed that our Superiors, were they acquainted 
with our prospects and motives, would dispense with, 
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or not condemn a discrete and temperate accomodation 
of ourselves to the times. But the danger is, that 
when we have once departed from established rules, we 
shall know not where to stop=--that compliance in one 
instance naturally lead to it in a second, and that 
omissions are productive of Commissions. The good 
therefore in view ought to be great and unquestionable 
and the resolution not to proceed from Concession to 
Concession ought to be inflexibly established, before 
transgressing the legal boundaries can be warrantable. 

"About two years ago I was desired by the Clergy 
of Connecticut through Dr. Seabury to consult the 
Archbishop and Bishop of London, on this very case, 
which I accordingly did. JI reported to Dr, Seabury, 
that they did not choose to give a formal consent or 
opinion upon the matter, but that if the clergy unani- 
mously thought that the use of the Liturgy, with only 
the omission of the prayers for the King and Royal 
Family, were expedient, in the present state of things, 
and should act accordingly, they need not apprehend 
the censure of their Superiors here. I suppose that 
the experiment was tried in Connecticut, and as it ap-= 
pears from your letter that Messrs Leaming and Sayre 
did not wish to see it repeated in New Jersey, I con= 
clude that it had failed of success. 

"On the whole, the clergy in New Jersey are so few 
that but little benefit can be expected from a gener= 
al compliance, and unless it be general and unanimous, 
it can hardly be justified; and I would use no unwar- 
rantable steps even in supporting the tottering Ark, 
through a distrust in Divine Providence.* 

Thus far Dr. Chandler--- What use you will make 
of his advice must be left entirely to your own judge- 
ment and discretion, who, being on the spot, and best 
knowing your own situation, and particular circumstan- 
ces, must certainly be better capable of judging for 
yourself, than it is possible for us to judge for you. 
We can only pray to God to direct you for the best, 
and to prosper you in all your undertakings. 

Every good man, my dear sir, must lament the fate 
of this unhappy war, attended as it is with such ruin- 
ous consequences to both countries---must equally wish 
for a restoration of Peace, and that ancient harmony 
which once subsisted between them." 


[7] 
Moore, Benjamin 
Letter dated March, 1784, at New York, to the Rev. 
Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, N.J.] 


Your letter of the 22d inst. I have 
received, and shall make no objection to the proposed 
alteration of the time and place of meeting; having 
been taught by woeful experience, that unless some 
people have their own time and place on every occas- 
ion, there will be no dealing with them. Thought I 
feel a little of that obstinacy and perverseness 50 
natural to the human heart, not to indulge an over= 
bearing character even in the minutest circumstances; 
yet for the sake of public peace, private resentment 
should ever be sacrificed, as far as it may be done 
with decency and dignity. For I have always been of 
opinion, (which opinion I have lately had no reason 
to alter, that a man may be angry and sin not. 

Would it not be proper to invite our Brethren of 
Connecticut to the intended Convention? Though they 
have nothing to do with the "Corporation for the Re- 
lief, &c" yet other matters may come before us in 
which it will be expedient to have their concurrence. 


"Dear Sir: 


My great aim and desire is to preserve uniformity 
in the Episcopal Church. It is pleasing in itself, 
and will be a strong bond in holding us together 
when so many other ties are rent asunder. 

Ido not promise, but I may may you a visit be- 
tween this and the month of May. The Legislature 
is now debating upon the business of the Church; 
while the matter remains in suspense, I cannot well 
leave the city; there is, however, too much rea= 
son to expect that I shall soon have "the world bee 
fore me, where to seek" my place of rest; and Provi- 
dence I hope will be my guide, 

There are several vacant Churches in New Jersey, 
but can any of them afford bread and meat to a 
Clergyman? When we look round, we find the labor- 
ers few; while the harvest, (not the grain but the 
work of the harvest) is very plenteous." 


[8] 
Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated Mar. 4, 1784, at London, Eng., to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, 
N.J.] 


"I consider your situation as a very important 
one. The very existence of the church in New Jer- 
sey, in a great measure depends upon you---upeRr 
your perseverance in that regular line of public 
duty which you have higherto so nobly pursued. 

When I consider the difficulties and temptations 
which must necessarily surround you, I am apt, at 
the first glance, to fear that you may insensibly 
be warped into undue compliances and submissions; 
but as soon as I adveet to your character, and the 
part that you have uniformly acted, amid greater 
trials than I hope you ever again will meet with, 
my mind is at rest. I acquire a confidence that 
you will not be diverted from your course, any 

more than the sun from its orbit: imitating the ex- 
ample of that Being who is perpetually doing good, 
and with whom, at the same time, there is no varia- 
bleness neither shadow of turning. In this way, it 
is hardly possible but, in a few years you must be- 
come a man of influence and consequence. You talk 
something of Nova Scotia, but for the present at 
least, stick to your station; you do not know what 
favorable changes, with regard to the church, even 
a few years may produce. 

We are told of mighty things done by your neigh- 
bor in Sussex; according to his own account of him- 
self, he is a perfect Boanerges---a Thaumaturguse 
He writes to the society that he officiates in 
course to upwards of 40 places; that he preaches 
more than two thirds of the days in the year, viz: 
upwards of 240 days, and frequently three times a 
day; that his sermons are commonly an hour and a 
half long, and sometimes three hours: that he had 
50 new communicants in a day &c &c. There's fer 
youl! And yet I expect no great good to the Church 
from him, juding from the eccentricity that appears 
even on the face of his own narrative. He is re= 
ported, sometimes, at least, to have omitted the 
use of the Liturgy, and to have substituted his own 
effusions instead of it. This is a delightful way 
of gaining proselytes to the Church. The Society 
have informed him of the complaint, and desired him 
explicitly to say, whether there be any foundation 
for it. If he confesses the charge, or if it be 
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roved 
p against him, in a single instance, he will, and May. Dr. Magaw, from his connection with the Uni- 


ought to be-==<discard 
eee ne ed. versity as Vice Provost, I find, thinks it impossi- 
ng, the Society struck Cutting off ble for him to go to N.Y. Dr. White and myself 


ee JCA dead erie for many seditious think it unadvisable for both of us to leave the 
pa oo = oe arities. Iam sorry that Churches, and have them shut up on a Sunday, so we 
i , at, at the same time, they are agreed that but one of us can attend the meet- 
f oo much reason to stop the salary of our ing at N. York; but should it be at Brunswick, it 


er 8s wees Frazer, on account of some notor= is more than probable that we shall all attend. We 
“eee gee eee I am extremely sorry for should not have the least objection to N. York, if 

i Bateson rp y Aaa family. it was possible for us to attend there. The reason 
ee eS ik eep i ae all of a foam here, that you think should induce us to attend there, is 
ae ple Add e “ he spirit of party has not not a very powerful one. The distracted situation 
aaa Maced have been in England. Some of the Churches, I am convinced, we cannot at pres- 
4 pp e less than a civil war would be ent prevent, the attempt would be fruitless, till 

e@ consequence; but I see no danger of this, at least people's passions are a little subsided. They seem 


for a while. The body of the nation seems not much more inclined to listen to the advice of a lawyer 
disposed for it, looking very justly upon it, as a than to the ghostly admonitions of a Prigate But 
squabble between the Ins and the Outs, The leaders of as the matter originated with you, we must leave 
both parties are of the true game=-breed, and will the place to be fixed on, where ou in your wis- 
fight on their stumps rather than knock under. But dom, shall think best. vot will please with all 
the contest will probably now soon be terminated by a convenient speed, to: communicate to me your deter- 
dissolution of the House. The current popularity mination, which when I am informed of, with the 
throughout the kingdom, seems to set strongly in favor assistance of my brethren of the bs shall notify 
of the prudent ministers of which Mr. Pitt is the all persons concerned on this side thie Delaware; 
head, The leaders of opposition are Lord North and you will inform the lay and clerical members of 
Mr. Fox, who command a majority of the commons. It the state of Jersey, and the Gentlemen of N.Y. will 
is curious to behold the city of London siding with do the same in this state; added to this a line may 
the Court against the house of Commons, and to see be put in the News Papers, notifying the members 
John Wilkes, rousing the electors of Middlesex to of the Corporation, with a general invitation to 
stand forth in support of the prerogative. In the all Clergymen of our Church. This may have a good 


meantime public business has been monstrously retard- effect in reviving the drooping spirits of the Epis- 
ed, and my progress towards Nova Scotia in proportion. copalians in the United States. Nothing can have 
But I have reason to hope it will not be long before a better effect in bringing about this desirable 


I am in motion." end, than to let them see there is a number of their 
brethren determined to use their utmost endeavors 
a {9] to advance the interest and promote the good of the 
Provoost, Samuel Church in general. They immediately catch the 
Letter dated Mar. 24, 1784, at New York, to the laudable spirit, and are ready to step forth to pro- 


Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, Node] mote so good a cause, when they know they have those 


t Ww 
"As soon as I am informed if our Brethren in Penn= pieceenesrestyuopsss tst7‘hens 


sylvania accede to the proposal of coming to New York, {11] 
I will immediately notify it to the members of the Jarvis, Abraham 
Corporation in this state; this will be very easily Letter dated May, 1784, at Middletown, Conn., to 
done, as the number remaining here is very small, the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, 
I agree with you entirely that a sermon would be N.J.] : 
very suitable upon the meeting of the corporation, "My Dear Sir: One he tii rateinstanteierecet red 


“sbut in the present state of the Church in this cit 

it lab ca Sie Soe ert T ened do del iver ee, your favor of the 15 April; I trust that Mr. Hub- 

jhe one Oaet tates ‘3 . * pard has answered your letter to him, and acquainted 

there is new a secession of some of the most opulent Bk tert i ibl t if 

er in the co tio who would certainly not elec airhiee hE he RE Sea OO CL af 
ee anos, el EL Steet y Connecticut should attend your proposed Convention. 
attend if I was to preach upon this occasion, by which I certainly do join with you in thinking that our 
the collection would be much diminished. I must there oy nch rn cetian pe Candee ian the utmost wesdbeteiie 
fore entreat that you will either undertake the task, Feu eee Geen ererti one ofr l) heri traersons 


Sr eae yeur influence te induce one of your friends I also think that her true sons should deliberately 
either of Jersey or UAE Aad de to officiate upon the .. saer that her affairs require much circumspec- 
pay sppointed fer the meeting. tion and caution. And I will venture to beleive 
that you will join with me in thinking that the 
[10] Christian Church is not a mere peice of secular manu- 

Blackwell, Robert facture, indifferently to be wrought into any shape 

Letter dated Apr., 1784, at Philadelphia, Peer one or mould, as the Pelitical potter fancies. We in 

the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, Connecticut devoutly wish, for ourselves, and for 

NJ.) all in the American States professing the same 


Church, to retain the religious polity-- the primi- 
tive and evangelical doctrine and discipline, which 
at the Reformation were restored & established in 
the Church of England: and to complete and perpetu- 
ate that polity in this country, by the obtaining 


"Sir: I take the earliest opportunity to inform 
you what is the sense of the clergy of this city, with 
respect to our intended convention. We are of opin- 
jen that Brunswick would be the most suitable place 
for our meeting, and that it be on the eleventh of 
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ee cig he ena hk ay eee rpm me mortifying and vexatious; but the most disagree- 
PE oitrcy proserie M3 en hn ee n ea able part of it is, the apprehension that all the 
oe aia : : g g S new m= excuses I can make, will not prevent Mrs. Chandler's 
p ; judge to be a matter of the utmost conse- patience from being worn to tatters, though she 
quence. Accordingly, that the Church among us, might seems to have a tolerable stock of that necessar 
be complete in all her members, as a primary object, commodity. - 
the Clergy of Connecticut adopted a measure, and some There is another important subject which I will 
time past essayed to carry it into effect, to obtain venture to mention: I wish that full security 
that desirable end, and we are now waiting with con= could be given me, that this letter shall not fall 
cern to know the event. -If we succeed, we shall then into improper hands} It is possible that you may 
be able to convene in the full powers of our Church know that the Clergy of Connecticut agreed in recom- 
to consult and endeavor to settle whatever may be mending Dr. S. for Episcopal Consecration, request- 
necessary for Union and Uniformity in all the Offices ing that he might be sent over to take care of the 
of Worship and Administrations in the Church. If we Church in that country, and that he might be allow- 
fail in the attempt which remains as yet undecided, ed to enjoy some part of the Society's funds appro= 
we shall be glad of the united exertions of all who priated to the support of Am. Bishops; On his ar-= 
wish well to our religious constitution to accomplish rival here last Summer, he opened the proposal to 
that particular by such measures as shall be regular the two Arch-Bishops and the Bishop of London, Up= 


and practicable, So far as I am able to speak the on consideration, they did not then think proper 
sense of our clergy, it is that we can take no step to encourage it, especially as it was apprehended 
to any particular or general measure, until we know that such a measure would be disagreeable to the 
the issue of what we have already done. State of Connecticut, and might involve Government 
I know not that our council or advice, if we had in trouble. Since that time their legislature have 
any to offer, would be of any weight, or if we could passed an act, allowing to the Church, as well as 
be present, could with right act, or have any con= to other Religious Denominations, a complete toler-= 
sideration in the decisions of a Body of which we ation, and liberty to enjoy all its institutions. 
should be no part. Of this, Leaming, Jarvis, and Hubbard, the Commit- 
May you have wisdom to act, and whatever is done, tee of the Convention, have written home an ample 
God grant may be well done," account which arrived six weeks ago; but omitted 


to send a copy of the act which the clerk of the 
Assembly had transcribed and authenticated, and 
which was promised to be sent by the same convey- 
ance. Since that, another packet has arrived, 
but the Act is still due. However, for a month 
"Had it not been for the change in the ministry, past, I have been of opinion that Dr. S. would suc- 
-which took place in December last, I should probably ceed so far as te be consecrated, though there is 
by this time have found myself once more in America-= no chance of his enjoying any allowance {? from] 
either in New Jersey or a little more to the north- our Episcopal Fund, which is insufficient for the 
ward. In what manner that change has contributed to support [of] our own Episcopate in Nova Scotia. 
déley me, I have heretofore partly informed you, This want of support for a Connecticut Bp, without 
though when I wrote you last, I had no conception any security that he will be supported or prevented 
that the season would be suffered to advance thus far, from the necessity of returning to his country,in 
before anything was done. But the new ministers have a mendicant capacity, has, within a few days, been 
hardly yet ventured to enter upon public business, started as another insuperable difficulty; and I 
having but just got through the general Election which begin to doubt whether his business will go forward 
has given them for the present, a large majority in or not. If it fails, he will settle in Nova Scotia.” 
the house. The Parliament, however, is now got to- 
gether, and a farther neglect of those national af- {13] 
fairs which call for immediate attention, will appear Provoost, Samuel 
Letter dated Apr. 7, 1784, at New York, to the 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, 


to be inexcusable. 

A plan including a proper general arrangement of 
the governments of Nova Scotia, Canada, éc has been NoJs] 
presented the Administration by Sir G. Carlton, and Mpeverandtsivi eel wae’ informed thie’ morning by 
several Cabinet Councils,have already been held upon Mr. Douglass that you had intrusted for me to his 
it. We have reason still to hepe that Sir Guy's pro- care which he unfortunately lost with some other 
posals will be adopted, and that matters will be things upon the road. He recollected, however, 
brought to a decision within ten days or a fortnight. your mentioning in it that the Clergy of Pennsyl- 
The place proposed for me to fill makes » part efi his vania could not all conveniently assemble at New 
arrangement; and, it being connected with his plan York, and I really think that Brunswick, as being 
nothing can be known of it, till the whole is settled. ». entrical will be the properest place for the 
A few days ago I was with the Arch-Bishop. His Grace meeting. If I find it any way practicable (as I 
has lately had a conversation with the present Secre- suppose I shall) it will give me great pleasure to 
tary ef State and other ministers, who apologise to Sitend Shere the eleventh of May. Mri-Douglass al- 
him for the delay, and allow that the Church ought to so observed that you had expressed a desire that 


[12] 

Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated May, 1784, at London, England, to the 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, N.J.] 


be provided for, in the manner proposed. You see I should prepare a sermon for the occasion; but I 
therefore that I have still reason to hope for Suc- shall be so entirely engaged in business of a dif- 
cess, and this state of suspense will not continue, ferent nature between this and the meeting, that I 


probably, much longer. Such procrastination is to must decline the honour; removing my family, and 


i 
t 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/historiographer_1954-12 10 


disposing of my property in the country, will for a 
few weeks engage all my attention." 


[14] 
Beach, Abraham 


Letter dated June 19, 1784, at New Brunswick, N.J., 


to ee Rev. Dr. William White, at [? Philadelphia, 
Pae 


"Dear Sir: 


their desire, am now to acquaint you that the clergy 


there seem well disposed to join the Episcopal church 


in the other states in forming regulations for the 
government of it, and for preserving uniformity of 
worship. They indeed made some objections with re- 
gard to Lay Delegates. We informed them in answer 


to their objections, that it was thought necessary in 


some of the states, particularly in Pennsylvania, to 


associate some respectable characters of the laity in 


order to give weight and importance, to the Church-= 
but that we meant not to prescribe to other states 


the mode of procuring a representation of the Episco- 


pal Church in their respective states-=provided the 
End was obtained, we would not differ with them as 
to the means, if they were fair and honest. 
plied that they thought themselves fully adequate to 
the business of representing the Episcopal church in 
their state, and that the laity did not expect or 


even wish to be called in as delegates on such an oc= 
casion, but would, with full confidence trust matters 


purely ecclesiastical to their clergy. They accord- 
ingly determined unanimously to send a Committee to 
represent the Episcopal Church in Connecticut at our 


general Meeting in New York, on the Tuesday after Mi- 


chaelmas, and engaged likewise to get a representa= 
tion from the states farther eastward. Thus you see 
~the Committee appointed to attend the Convention in 
Connecticut have executed the purposes of their ap- 


pointment; and expect the Committee of Correspondence 
in Philadelphia will endeavor to get a representation 


in the more southern states." 


[15] 
Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated Sept. 22, 1784, at London, Eng., to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New Brunswick, 


Nest) 
"Rev. and Dear Sir: 


ters which are to go by Mr. Ricketts, and lo! yours 
of Aug 5, has this moment found its way to mee It 


was enclosed to the care of some person who is now at 


Chester, near 200 miles distant, and it comes to me 
from thence as does that from Dr. [William] Morrice, 
in a parcel sent me by Dr. Ogden. J am very sorry 

that I have not time to consult the Dr. nor to con=- 
sider carefully the point of casuistry which you are 
pleased to refer to mee 
but one objection to it, which is the forlorn state 
in which the poor church 
should think it would be in the power of the several 
congregations with which you have been connected for 
some time past, if they were properly disposed, by 

means of parsonage, houses and glebes, and otherwise 
to make it advisable in you to stay among them; but 


if they will not, there is nothing more to be said, I 
am confident you will take the arguments into serious 


consideration, and act in a manner that is not un= 
worthy of your character. 


e 


I have just returned from Connecticut, 
where I accompanied Mr. Bloomer and Mr. Moore, and at 


They re- 


I have just delivered my let- 


The inducement is undoubted 
ly strong for your removal to N. York, and I can have 


in N. Jersey must be left. I 


It pleases me to find that 


6 = 


you have written to the society on the occasion: 

for several of their missionaries, when they thought 
they could better themselves by leaving the service, 
have gone off, sans ceremonie without consulting 
them or thanking them for past favors. Such con- 
duct has an ill effect here. Let me therefore ad- 
vise you, if you should think proper to remove, to 
let the Society first hear it from yourself, and 
receive the resignation of your salary from your 

own hands. 

The backwardness here in providing you with an 
Episcopate, is not so much to be charged upon the 
Bishops as upon the King's ministers. The Bishops 
cannot proceed in a consecration for that purpose, 
without an act of Parliament to authorise them; & 
such an act will not be brought forward, without 
the application, or at least the express approba- 
tion of some state, for fear of giving umbrage to 
the Americans, who are supposed to be generally dis= 
affected to the measure. For this reason Dr. S who 
was strongly recommended by the Conn. Clergy, has 
not been able to carry his point with Government; 
but there are other resources left, & I think it 
probable that he will obtain the Episcopal Charac- 
ter in a way that will render it perfectly unexcep- 
tionable on purely ecclesiastical principles." 


[16] 
Cutting, Leonard 
Letter dated Jan. 17, 1785, at Cambridge, [?Nova 
Scotia], to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [?New 
York, N.Y. ] 


"The chief end of my writing now, is to give you 
an account of a transaction at Anapolis, which I am 
sure, my dear sir, will give you pleasure. The day 
after I wrote, I attended the House of Assembly when 
the bill for the support of the Christian Religion 
was read for the first time; it had all the appear= 
ance of Catholism [sic] and Equity, a dissenter 
arose & made a motion that the consideration of the 
bill should be deferred till next sessions, and in 
the mean time the bill be printed, that the judge- 
ment of the public be taken upon it. The uncandid 
motion for printing the bill in its imperfect state, 
roused the indignation of some members; and a Mr. 
Chase, an eminent Lawyer, arose and espoused the 
bill with a warmth of zeal and openness and bold- 
ness of expression, unknown to the popular politi- 
cians of New York. He neither flattered nor ca- 
joled the dissenters; he exposed the systematic 
plan of the Presbyterians; he traced the line of 
their conduct for a series of years; he declared 
himself the promoter and patron of the Bill, and 
plighted himself for the success by saying he would 
carry it through or perish in the attempt. He awed, 
he threatened, he defied dissenters of every denomi- 
nation; he consented that the bill might be immed- 
jately printed, and wished his sentiments might be 
published with it. He concluded with declaring 
that if the Dissenters made use of any dirty act, 
in the course of that bill, the whole body of the 
Church must unite and encounter their plan, which 
would raise such a flame that it would not only 
scorch but burn every opponent; he was seconded by 
another gentleman of the Law, in a short, cool, 
sensible and determined speech, the consequence was, 
the Bill was ordered a second reading that day week, 
and 500 copies to be immediately printed. The mul= 
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tiplicity of business will produce a Spring Session 


when I hope to give you a favorable account of a dill 


of such general utility." 


[17] 
Leaming, Jeremiah 
Letter dated July, 1785, at Stratford, Conne, to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y. ] 


"My Dear Sir: I now acquaint you, 
Seabury is to meet the Clergy of this 
dletown on the 3d of August next. At 
place we shall be much pleased to see 
rest of the clergy of your state. 

I must wish for a Christian union of all the 
Churches in the thirteen states; for which good pur= 
pose we must lay aside all warmth of temper, and al- 
low private convenience to give way to public util- 
ity. 

We have no views of usurping any authority over 
our Brothers and Neighbors, but wish them to unite 
with us, in the same friendly manner, that we are 
ready and willing to do, with them." 


[18] 

Peters, Samuel 
Letter dated March, 1786, at London, Eng., to 
"Gentlemen" Comm. of Conv. in Philaldealing with 
the subject of consecrations of Americans by Eng-= 
lish bishops and hoping that alterations in the 
American Prayer Book will not be of such a char-= 
acter as to throw barriers in the way, or English 
doubts on American doctrine, discipline and wor- 
ship. 


that Bishop 
state, at Mid- 
which time & 
you, and the 


"Gentlemen: 
op of Canterbury, who received me with great polite- 
ness. I delivered the parcels you sent by me, but 
he had before received the originals. 

He opened the Conversation by saying, that on the 


receipt of the Address from the Convention, which was 
conceived in terms which gave great satisfaction, the 


Bishops had determined at once to comply with it, if 


the Government would enable them by passing a law for 


the purpose; but hearing a number of reports which 
the Committee had not put in their power to clear up, 
by sending them all the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, they thought it their duty to act cautiously, 
and restrained their desire to meet our wishes, till 
they had more full information on the subject. He 
said it was unnecessary to enter into the various 
reports of alterations said to be made or intended 
by our Churches, for he did not give credit to com- 
mon reports which are often circulated without foun- 
dation. Some alterations, however, it appeared had 
been made, and what the rest were could not be told, 
until the whole was laid before them. That some al- 
terations were necessarily brought about by the 


change of circumstances, and therefore were proper to 


be allowed: but he hoped there would be none which 
rendered our Church substantially different from 
theirs, of which he considered it as a Branch: and 
the Bishops were obliged to examine what Church ours 
was, before from their source they established an 
Episcopacy over a people who might perhaps hold ten- 
ets opposite to theirs. He did not know or beleive 
this was the case with respect to us, but it became 
them to enquire. He feared some of our business had 
been done hastily. He showed me the answer to the 


I yesterday waited on the Arch Bish- 


address which he said had been sincerely felt by 
every Bishop who had signed it. He seemed very deq- 
sirous of removing any doubts about their sincere 
intentions to comply with our wishes, shewed me the 
original draft of the answer in his own hand writing. 
I observed there were no alterations made in it, and 
among nineteen Bishops who were all that were in 

town at the meeting of Parliament, there was not a 
dissenting voice. He hoped so unanimous an opinion 
must evidence beyond a doubt, the great desire all 
had to grant our request. They all from the bottom 
of their hearts wished our prosperity, and would do 
all in their power to promote it, but before they 

had the necessary information, it would be imprudent 
in them to act. He said there would be no difficul- 
ties with Government, and was happy that all Embarass= 
ments with respect to the Civil Powers of the United 
States, were removed by the Certificates and papers 
transmitted, He had spoken to the King on the ree 
ceipt of the Address, who expressed great satisfac- 
tion in it, and was ready to do what was required of 
him. The Administration would promote the law when 
it was recommended by the Bishops, as proper. They, 
therefore, being in a responsible situation, must 
proceed with caution. He desired nothing he had 
said should be thought calculated to throw difficul- 


‘ties in the way, for there was really no disposition 


of the kind in the Bishops, or members of the Governe= 
ment. He hoped our Convention at the next meeting 
would consider how many embarassments too many ale 
terations would throw in the way, of an application 
here, and if any of them substantially deviated from 
the Doctrines and worship of the Church, it would 
frustrate the views of our Churches, by putting it 
out of the power of those here, who had every good 
disposition to serve us, to forward our application. 
He wished great care might be taken of the charac- 
ters of those sent for Consecration as much depen- 
ded on it. They should, however, commit themselves 
to our direction in this respect, and hoped they 
should have no reason to repent it. He declined an- 
swering the question I was directed by Dr. White to 
put to him, respecting the validity of Scotch Gon- 
secrations, having first asked me whether the ques=- 
tion came from the Convention. I told him it was 
to satisfy private inquiries, which were made with 
no view of seeking Consecration from that source. 
I find we can have no Bishop till we let the prele 
ates here see what Church we have made, I think it 
would be prudent in our Church, to put off any ma= 
terial alterations till we have Bishops consecra=- 
ted; if we make any substantial alterations they 
will be carped at by those who will make the Bish=- 
ops uneasy, and so, to keep peace at home, they will 
refuse to meddle abroad, notwithstanding their strong 
desires to do what we wish. 

P.Se Mr. Adams has been very attentive to the 
Business of our Address, with which he waited on 
the Arch-Bishop who in return waited on him with 
the answer to transmit. I think the Committee 
should return him their thanks, for the part he 
(Mr. Adams) has taken. 

Do not publish the Bishop's answer, as it will 
get over here, and be a subject of News Paper Dis- 
cussion." 


[19] 


White, William (later Bp.) 
Letter dated May, 1786, at Philadelphia, Pa., to 
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Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, Ney.) ised to make alterations so important and so un- 


necessary as they have done, and not be told of it? 
or even if they had been authorised, should they be 
allowed to extend that authority to three men to 
alter the Psalter and singing Psalms and publish 
with the book of Common prayer, without being asked 
why they did so? No sir; let us start right, and 
we may possibly continue so; but if these things 

are admitted, or even passed over from a false deli- 


"Dear Sir: I have this day rec'd a letter from Mr, 
Peters to the Committee, a copy of which I forward. 

With it came a letter from the 2 Abps and 17 Bish= 
Opse The members of the General Convention, present 
in this city, whom I immediately called together are 
of opinion, that from the direction of the letter, it 
may be doubtful of the propriety of showing it before 
the 20th of June to any others than the members of the 


general Convention, and therefore there would be no 
use in dispatching copies on [ 
present Conventions in N. York and Brunswick; which 
they wished to avoid for the further reason of not 


trusting them to the uncertainties of the Road lest it 


should interfere with the Delicacy recommended by Mr. 


] of the 


cacy or any other motive, farewell to the Episcopal 
Church of America. In the infancy of our Institu- 
tion we ought strictly to adhere to the greatest 
regularity of business in our public meetings, and 
every member should firmly support his right, so in- 
separable from those of the Church. And can you be- 
lieve that from my acting from this principle, I 


Peters and they further think that the use of sending 
information at the present crisis will be fully. accom- 
plished by my informing Mr. Provost and you, that the 
intentions of the Rt. Rev. [-------— ] as expressed in 
their letter are exactly conformable to what his Grace 
the Abp. of Canterbury declared to Mr.'Peters. As our 
Convention meet next Monday, I hope to be furnished 
with the result of yours." 


[20] 
Parker, James 
Letter dated June 6, 1786, at Perth Amboy, N.J., to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


have had such misrepresentations made of my conduct, 
at the late Convention, that I have thought it ab- 
solutely necessary to give the reasons for it to 
some persons of character in this state. I certain= 
dy have, and in doing this have had the satisfac- 
tion of finding it fully approved of, after the rea- 
sons for it were known. JI shall be much obliged to 
you for a line as soon as you can, with an informa- 
tion who are your lay deputies to the General Con- 
vention, and if you know them, the sentiments on 
this subject. j 

I will endeavor to make as strong a muster as I 
can from N. Jersey, but fear it will hardly amount 
to four--three may perhaps do better. Nothing, as 
matters stand, can make it more inconvenient that 
[sic] it is for me; but this I will get over, if 


"Dear Sir: I wanted toe copy of the memorial from 
you to remove some prejudices that were imbibed by 
several persons of some consequence in the Legislature 
at New Brunswick, from a false representation of my my Rheumatism will admit of it, for I cannot think 
conduct at the convention which was contrived to af- of going to Philadelphia in such a tottering con-= 
fect me in a political view, and calculated to obstruct dition as I was when you were here." 
measures that I was pursuing, and which had the full 

-effect until I contradicted it-= nay, they went so far (21) 

as to say that I opposed all the alterations made in leaming, Jeremiah 

the Liturgy, and that John Dehart, myself and others Letter dated Aug. 5, 1786, at Stratford, Conn., 

who were principally opposed to the proceedings of the to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, 

Convention at Philadelphia were under Dr. Chandler's Nov. 

direction, and tools to him; and as it was told me at "T suppose it will be impossible to bring the 

Amboy, that Mr. Ogden made use of this to influence members of our church in this state, to lay aside 

the different Parishes in their votes at the Conven- the English prayer book, and receive a new one. 

tion, I am at no loss to know how it came in circula- Would there be any inconsistency in our uniting 
with the Southern Churches, although we continue to 
use the old prayer book? Our people esteem it next 


tion there. 
Strange that a man should be so bigoted as not to 
to inspiration, if not actually such. 
There seems to be one obstacle in the way, as 


' allow every person admitted as a member of a Conven- 
tion the liberty of thinking for himself and declar- 
ing his opinion on every matter of el ie Sahat he Woursconstiatfontiewestands. eTerenembeneri ght 
eeeeeee oe ree or Pte clerics” ce you have one article, which prohibits any man from 
very ignorant set of men, and in his profession so paingie dds Ovedhbyigowleece Cl orgynods unlens the men 
pee oneye yoy. Bh Saying ABexeto every hing he_ad~ subscribed your constitution. For the sake of un- 
vances in public that he can't bear the least contra- fon, might it not be best to relax a little on your 
diction, let his words or actions be ever so excep- part? If we hold the apostolical power, and the 
aap b t 1 pliged to you for what pass same articles of Faith, maces not the same eae 

poe hb erence ti 8 ~ and cannot we unite as such As you represen A 

es at your Convention upon the ratification of the iy cq Tebclueks ens etoriithe li Tacli'sh. Syed, upon which 
Alterations made without authority, as well as those they will consecrate your Bps.” 
made ty a Delegation from an unauthorised Convention. 
Surely there will not be wanting there persons to make 
this distinction, and to treat the matter as it ought 
to be-= Those of the General Convention who were 
either opposed to these measures, or came inadvertent- 

“ly into them, cannot but be pleased at aur opposition, 
and the proceedings of those who had any design in 
what is done, if any such there be, ought to be coun- 
teracted. Shall a convention of Spiritual Directors 
in their first public transactions proceed unauthor- 


[22] 

Leaming, Jeremiah 

Letter dated Sept., 1786, at Stratford, Conn., 

to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, 

N.Y] 

"By your Constitution as it now is, the 4 July 

is to be observed as a day of Thanksgiving forever, 
for the liberty we enjoy. This necessarily implies 
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that before that time, we were in a state of slav- 
ery. 
attitude, to set to their hands, that the King, Lords 
and Commons were a pack of Tyrants, and kept us in 

a state of slavery, till we threw off the yoke, This 
is worth attending to in season. 

It is my solid opinion that your General Conven- 
tion will act wisely to lay aside even the thought 
of a day of Thanksgiving on that account, as it will 
be an insuperable difficulty in their way, and will, 
if appointed, in a little time be laid aside, 

If you can inspire the members that are to repre= 
sent the states of New York and the Jersies in the 
General Convention, of the necessity of laying aside 
that whimsical appointment, you will ever be pleased 
with your success. 

It must forever be kept private, both in the 
Southern States and in Connecticut that you and I 
have corresponded upon these affairs, if we intend, 
as I have no doubt we both do, to promote the gener- 
al good of the whole. Many things may be done where 
there is no suspicion, that cannot be effected where 
there is. 

There is another thing your general convention 
ought to take into consideration, that is, the style 
they have given to the Church, which is, the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. The Church of England is not 
called a Protestant Church, but a reformed Church; 
they never entered any protest against the civil pow- 
ers; they reformed as a Nation; they never had the 
title of Protestant given them by any sensible writer 
unless he was a Scotchman, 

It will be a great pity that we should commit any 
blunders of this sort, at first setting out; for 
posterity to laugh at, when we are forgotten for 
everything but the mistakes which we committed, and 
left behind us, as monuments that we wanted proper 
sagacity. 

Perhaps this may be little thought of, but if we 
commit any mistakes now, we must bear them forever. 

It actually appears to me, that your general Con- 
vention proceeded precipitately in many things; or 
they wanted old soldiers that knew the strength of 


every fortification, and the method how to defend it." 


[23] 
White, William (later Bp.) 
Letter dated Sept. 7, 1786, at Philadelphia, Pa., 
to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, 
N.Y.] 


"Probably before you shall leave N.Y. Dr. Pro- 
vost will have received and communicated to you the 
Act of Parliament with the letter of the Abps: ac- 
companying it; copies of which will be sent him by 
this evening's mail. However as you may have left 
before the arrival of it, I shall here mention that 
the act is just such as suits our purpose, and that 
the letter contains nothing of importance besides 
the following---it is thought in England it will be 
sufficient to consecrate three Bishops, who may con= 
secrate others if necessary, on their return; but 
that whether any will be consecrated or not, depends 
on the answer their Graces shall receive to what 
they have already written. 

This last sentiment is the occasion of my now 
writing to you. It seems to corroborate a sentiment 
entertained by some among us, in consequence of the 
preceding communication, that the Abps. positively 


e 


The Bishops of England would appear in a strange 


stipulate for a compliance with their requisitions. 
Now however well disposed we might be, yet it is 
clear no security can be given without fixing our 
standard of worship. Their Graces, in what they 
say of the test required by the 10th act of our 
Constitution, seem to presume on such a fixture. 
Many seem to judge from their communications, and 

I find in a letter from Dr. Griffith, the same 
idea sugzested itself to him, that they will re- 
quire it. 

Now on the one hand, I take for granted, that 
such states as have received the new book, even if 
they should be disposed to comply with the requi- 
sitions will not relinquish the plan of a reviewed 
Liturgy, neither do we think that our brethren in 
N.Y. and N. Jersey wish it. On the other hand, it 
is evident that there our Brethren were not pre= 
pared at our last parting, to astablish any alter- 
ations but the political. This matter will no 
doubt engage your serious considerations; and I 
shall be happy, when proper, to know the disposi- 
tion of Jersey, on the General state of the case; 
as it may have weight with our convention which is 
called to meet on the 14th inst. The only exped=- 
ient I can at present determine on for myself is to 
endeavor that our deputies may come as free as 
possible to the General Convention." 


[24] 
Ebenezer 
dated Feb. 25, 1787, at Stamford, Conne, 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, 


Dibblee, 
Letter 
to the 
N.Ys } 


"Bishop Seabury continues to do honor to the 
Sacred dignity of his office. Next convocation, 
the Bp. advises me, will be at Norwalk, Whitsun 
week on Wednesday. We shall be happy to see you 
on that agreeable occasion." 


[25] 
Doty, John 
Letter dated March, 1787, at Sorel, [Quebec], 
to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, 
N.Y.) 


"Accept my thanks for the Journal; which I con- 
sider rather as a Rude Sketch than a finished plan 
of your intended Church-Government: at least, I 
hope a Revisal will produce an emendation in some 
particulars. Jam very anxious to see your re= 
formed Liturgy; if you have one to spare, the 
bearer of this, Mr. Jessup, (a deserving young 
gentleman of my acquaintance) will take charge of 
it for me. 

It was with real pleasure that I received in- 
formation from Correspondents, that our parlia- 
ment had enabled the Bishops of England to Conse=- 
crate for you. I hope that the happy effects of 
{t will soon be visible in America, and that I 
shall be authorised to salute your worthy Rector 
as Bp. of New York. We are not without some ex- 
pectation of a Bishop here, and it has been said 
that Dr. Inglis will be the man!!----But I am of 
opinion that the latter part of the story is the 
least credible. 

Mr. Stuart is driving the Farmer's and Gospel 
plough, though with less reason for the former 
than heretofore. His Excellency the Governor in 
Chief having appointed us 6100 Sterling in ad-= 
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dition to what we had before: so that our present con- 


dition, thank Heaven is pretty easy." 


[26] 
Leaming, Jeremiah 
Letter dated May, 1787, at Stratford, Conn., to the 
Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


"I have concluded that you have a design to give 
us the pleasure of your company at our Convocation 
which is to be held at Stamford the 30 inst: at which 
time and place I shall be much pleased to see VOuemmaL 
hope there will be a number of your clergy with you. 
The Bishops of England have always been averse to our 
having Bishops here: and had not the plan been carried 
into execution by us, before any scheme could be 
formed to prevent it, we never should have had one, 
This we knew; and we knew also, that it must take time 
to form a general union: and if we waited for that, 
we should not succeed, It must be done then, or nev- 
er. That was the motive, for proceeding, when we did, 
and with as little noise as possible," 


[27] 

Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Letter dated Dec. 20, 1787, at Elizabeth Town, NeJe, 
to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


"As to the M.S. life of Dr. Johnson, I have no ob- 
jections to its being read by any friend, particular-= 
ly by you, but there is another sort of people who 
would try, if they had an opportunity, to make a bad 
use of it. I never thought that in its present state, 
it was fit for the eyes of the public; and I never in- 
tended it should go to the press, without many cor- 
rections and amendments. Such as it is, it is now 
the property of Dr. Johnson, to do with it as he 
pleases; and he need not ask me whether any particu- 
lar person, whom he chooses, may be permitted to have 
a sight of it. 

The widow Pct: Livingston bound to N.Y. has con= 
sented to take charge of this letter and connexions. 

I have not less than 20 different authors on the sub- 
ject you mention, and I wish you had them all before 
youe But as I cannot load a lady with Folios, nor 
even with many octavos at one time, I have selected 

a sermon of Wheatley'"s, as more likely than any oth- 
er in my possession, to answer the purpose. As I 
wish you to read also, what I wrote myself on the sub- 
ject, about 20 years ago, I send you a copy of my 
appeal &c, and refer you to what is said in Sect. ll. 
By the way have you not got Bingham, or Comber, or 
Nichols, or Bp. Taylor? Either of those folio gentry 
would be ready to render you almost any service you 
might require." 


[28] 
Bend, Joseph Grove John 
Letter dated July, 1788, at Philadelphia, Pa., to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


"Dear Sir: It is a long time since I wrote to 
you last; however I have not been much concerned at 
my own silence, for if I have neglected you long, you 
have neglected me much longer. 

Your have not now to learn that I attended the 
Jersey Convention. Oh! for talents equal to cele- 
prating the praise of General or Bishop O---n. Which 
shall we call him? We shall not be out of the way, 
if we give him both titles; he is not the first cler- 
gyman who has played the Generale 


The Bishop fairly or unfairly outwitted us: I 
was prepared for an attack, upon the opening of 
the Convention: but when I found he made no objec= 
tion to my sitting in it,--when he did not oppose 
the electing of you, as a President, I thought 
our meek brother had been reclaimed by some mira- 
cle, and designed to act like a Christian and a 
man of sense. Those who have no sinister designs 
to prosecute are easily thrown off their guard by 
the artful and designing; the General lulled us 
into security, and for a day and a half exerted 
himself in bringing over the laity to his side. 

He was wonderfully successful: for on putting the 
question on Mr. O's motion, whether the rule for 
admitting non-resident clergymen be expunged, sev= 
en out of twelve congregations said aye, and one 
divided. Much was said on the subject, before the 
question was put: the Bishop was specious and 
windy: and I was surprised at the weak manner in 
which Mr. Parker and Halsted answered him. Si- 
lence became me. 

I foresee the ruin of the Church in Jersey, ex- 
cept it be preserved by the wisdom of the General 
Convention. O--=-n has already made a party among- 
st the laity and I fear the next Convention will 
witness his complete triumph. In the next Conven= 
tion there will be Spragss, Ogilvie, Cloud, Ayres, 
and one Crowes, or Crout or Slaugh (I dont know 
which) from Newark, all under his influence; and 
who are to oppose such a phalanx? The non resi- 
dent clergy will be immediately excluded; the Gen= 
eral will be made Bishop. Should the G. C. con-= 
trary to my hope and expectation, recommend him 
for consecration, every man who shall sign his 
credentials, will assist in annihilating our Church 
in Jersey. He would rule his clergy with a rod of 
iron, whilst he would be shamefully negligent of 
order and discipline would subvert Episcopacy, and 
establish canting methodism on its ruins. 

Ambition, what a vile, what a pernicious pas- 
sion art thou, when not springing from virtuous 
motives, and not directed by prudence and honor! 
But ambition in this case is truly contemptible; 
for surely he is grasping at the shade of a shad- 
ow. If it be true and the assertion can be de- 
fended, that honor is a shadow, it is equally 
true that an American Episcopate is the shade of 
a shadow. 

I never saw more boobies in a small assembly, 
than in our Convention at Shrewsbury: what in 
the name of wonder induced the people of Bruns- 
wick to send Vickars there? He would not join Mr. 
L, Clarkson in voting against O--=n's motion. I 
overheard him say to C. he should have no objec 
tion to the admission of non-resident clergymen, 
provided they would come and advise, without ex- 
pecting permission to move and vote. I stept up 
to him: "Who do you think" said I "would come to 
Jersey from N.Y., or Philadelphia, to be cyphers 
in the Convention?" "No one, sir: there are too 
many cyphers in it already: and we wish rather to 
diminish than increase the number." 

We have had rare doings in Philadelphia in cel- 
ebrating the establishment of the Federal Consti- 
tution. I confess my expectations were far ex=- 
ceeded by the procession. It was a grand, sole- 
emn, and pleasing spectacle. All the law, all 
the religion, all the learning, the humanity, the 
wealth, the industry, the enterprise of the city 
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were assembled to rejoice in one of the most extraor- o£ 1200 sterling, and he is said by some to possess 


dinary events which have ever happened in the world, 
in a revolution from licentiousness and anarchy, to 
real liberty and good government,---a revolution ef- 
fected without blood-shed, 

Scarcely any who composed a part of the procession, 
made a more conspicuous figure, than the clergy, who 


a large fortune of his own. 

My Income is at present 75& from Government.450 
from the Society. My parish have promised me £25 
Halifax Currency the payment whereof is precarious. 
Gratuities and perquisites, may be reckoned about 

2 or 2.10s. pre anne We have a spacious glebe 


displayed a complete triumph over religious prejudices.which may be valuable in time, but will bring in 


The Jew joined the Christian; the Episcopalian the 
Presbyterian, the Seceder the Roman Catholic, all 
walked arm in arm, exhibiting a proof of worldly af- 
fection, and testifying their approbation of the new 
constitution. 

But amidst the sublime ideas which it excited in 
the mind, some ludicrous ones intruded themselves. 
we were filled with pleasure at seeing Justice borne 
aloft in a triumphal car, we were also diverted at the 
sisht of a man in complete armor, who forcibly re- 
minded us of a hog armed cap apie. If we were pleased 
at seeing the different trades and professions all ex- 
pressing their joy on this auspicous occasion, we 
could not help laughing at the odd dress of the butch- 
ers and bakers. Their garb was white and clean, but 
they seemed to have forgotten to put their shirts in 
their breeches." 


abd 


[29] 
Viets, Roger 
Letter dated [ca. August, 1788], at Digby, Nova 
Scotia, to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New 
York, N.Y.) 


"The Province of Nova Scotia is supposed to con-= 
tain about 12000 families, the births estimated at 
about 3000 per Annum, deaths about 700. Some move 
out, and some move in, the former supposed to exceed 
the latter about one hundred families or 500 souls, 
per annum. This leaves the clear increase about 1800 
persons, per annum, which will double the Province in 
about 33 years; but it is probable there will be more 
removals in our favor against us. 

My mission contains about 300 families and my No- 
titia is from July 11, 1786, to Aug. 13, 1788 being 
two years and thirty three dayse 


Christened Adults-- ? 
Infants--101 
Married couples-= 26 


Communicants-=- 49 
Deaths-----<-- 19, 


whereof have died of accidents three, Old age--1 
Consumption=--5= Drowned=-l-=- Putrid fever--1 Fever 
Sores- le- Fits--3, Murdered--1. Worms--3 
Some do not get their children baptized. 
There is supposed to be double the labor done the 
two years last past, in proportion to the number of 
Inhabitants, than has been done for any two years 
since the settlement of the Province. When this vil- 
lage contained 310 families there was supposed to be 
less labor done, than now it contains 114 families. 
Our Governor, Parr, is a man of very good heart; 
he is honest, humane, generous and sociable but his 
education and taste are entirely military, which leads 
him into some political troubles. Much the major part 
of our men in office are Churchmen even the members 
of our Assembly. It is supposed none but the estab- 
lished clergy have legal right to solemnize marriage; 
yet there are some few instances to the contrary; 
which it is dubious whether a jury would condemn, if 
prosecuted. 
Bishop Inglis's salary is supposed to be about 


Wf 
i 


Total 19. 


but little or nothing to the Rector for 15 or 20 
years to come, Perhaps about 15 or 20 LH per year 
is necessary to be expended in Charity to the sick 
poor and strangers. 

The greater part of our emigrants are gone to 
N.Y. pray how do the poorer sort of them make out 
there? The rich can make out anywhere; some of our 
poor who went away were doing very well here for 
poor men. Fish are alway plenty and cheap. Pota- 
toes are good and easily raised; our climate is 
very healthy, our fresh water is very good; fuel is 
plenty; house-rent and taxes almost nihil. =---- 

A very uncertain, random estimate of the relig- 
ious state of the province--=-divided in 100 equal 
parts of those parts there are supposed to be-=- 


Of the Church----- 50 Quakers=-<--- =-5 
Independents---=---13 Method ists--=<5 
Roman Catholics-=--12 Lutherans----- 3 
Presbyterians---=-=-10 Calvinists-<=--2 


Of Anabaptists few or none=-= The Church wants 
no encouragement=- but steadfastness and Zeal in 
her members. I hope at some future time to be able 
to present you with a more exact estimate. The 
Church at present seems to be gaining ground." 


[30] 
Dibblee, Ebenezer ~ 
Letter dated May, 1789, at Stamford, Conn., to 
the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


"Be assured, Wednesday Whitsun week, is Convoca- 
tion week. I fear from what Mr. Foot tells me you 
will not avail yourself of the time: let not your 
heart fail you; you know not what good you may doe 

Mr. Foot officiated last Sunday at Rye. I can= 
not bear to see so many worthy disciples of the 
Bishop of Connecticut, boxing the compass, and fish 
ing from state to state, and town to town, for good 
livings. I think it makes the priest hood in our 
holy church too cheap in the eyes of the world, if 
not contemptible." 


[31] 
Rowland, John Hamilton 
Letter dated September, 1789, at Shelburne, [Nova 
Scotia], to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [7 New 
York, N.Y.] 


"Our Bishop is returned from Canada. Time will 
show the mighty deeds he has wrought. Report speaks 
favorably of him, and he has been gratified with pom- 
pous addresses. He is gone now to Cumberland and I 
fear from reports poor Eagleson the Missionary will 
not be glad to see him, as it is thought he has gone 
to scrutinize his conduct which it is said is rather 
of the tottering kind. We have written to him and 
expressed our wishes to have him at Shelburne on his 
return, to consecrate our new churche If he should 
come here with a Rod, and send me back to the states, 
do you think I should be received? My friends here 
perhaps would wrangle, though so high is his authori- 


¢ 

> . <itx os ots Se Coe et ojtel ea ar 

’ ‘ = ieee . eeregec? sate @tee feice 

Te ‘vo =) 5 hoot ne ied 3 : ot t soi mleeesil att a 4 

oe eee ee — tecerteves Beep Sem PReRee 

—aedesers tl Dw + “ . -bete-banlg fur iy 

- tse4« Srucit«7 + ‘ i 4 bree « beeen ote (Ve | 

eoals AfG- 28,4 2 =f? at e: ~-s% 2 sevieleees CFR 

7 ; ; cot aete? sree cae 

mr. weiss f. -e . ‘ é - 
Set £5 465 satcet wit ‘ . at! \seleeiuet- oe SanTet eee 


a ae &. ote, ot ‘ Y dems ¢ velreel OF q 
Or. GF qsital. sc!) ‘we tee: ar eda » & eLeidleas ,ea2-et Sele 
é : as se | ®*e@ ie ga “23 eer une » GaN 
a7 os te etantyiww - . es .soltewret 
ae 2 ee ee = ‘ . ; ee! exdidse 362 OOPaee 
me Teese de Ce bee e epre~ lav? bam 
mee Eiee sire pilst 45 sah >¢lene 'g e4rreds a cotta? othe 
7 =< : ee } 
pares bra GFeeKe “hea ¢=2 é ‘ ‘ > ae ae Fs ee 
eieelis mc geeetear 1 {lide =~ * oo : eicas a?) 
4Seeq. => 1f “e"%a 0 4t<0 —_? ? 4 o% . Z 7 eT. -« , to 
fee Siete Promila wereh fae (a+ ++! ofa leq -o*eus oye? 2 od outeee 
eat fo ef ast te evi. ai ie i 7 ‘ : efee « = woe 8f6¢>- ga she 
weet ¢¢ Bed tlt —<-¢+4 - ° » ; ‘ ..% » os aler Jon 
Sone GP Bercegsr enc et ae pe" & ac . ® airs 
5 ae ete in ee- gress od ods tye 
See at bce ¥ S36 eg? es hee 
e490 octal Liver | cad a> = 


fiee.¢- 4 ieue 


= 


Rewosgiels Sie oe a jore® . 
mew @eess) aa <pyces as wat arirentace © ae . 
ae fies (Ese esani pa wanes 6s" -—D.- ee 4c, if 94 : > as a 
P * ~e ¢ 


of Ae, OSs) ees) wee 8 omy a 
CS SP I OS PS on Oe 
SE Fat wis Bra" yok? + gail” oM sx oro ~< asere? et 


a , a, 
aa Vowte tr 2D srahkaase 6+ omwid watte oth AW a. es enti? ~er sf 
7 f ene Ao i: °o¢ 
- 
_ Fy ° eo ca eT e fee 
4 soot ) 1° i ; a _ , PY - - ant 
> =e os RY | « = 4 Be f i~ers 292 
- €s *@¢> fe eee 
a Meal “ 4 f a rizes | 7 
ef S225 woes 
€. $= +e ‘ o<4 
Tt. ® - ‘ 


sind ole | A 26) «7 eotewgerng ay 


ae ) | ite chelate 
i * i ~~ , ; _ 4 ™ | eed ' 
; viene oS ewes o~epel® of 
i «ft = oe S cd e=nt® Pai 
o> @0c owen OF Be 
F : ~iebe G7 6 


* ‘ ine og ee 


- 12 « 


ty; but it would not be of that serious consequence 
as the dismissing Monsieur Necker the minister of 

your great ally. 
after all our striving, is the tallest man. 


Iam in daily expectation of hearing of the arrival 


of a better man than either of us, at Halifax, my 


good friend and brother Mr. Agnew; he is a man, Beach, 


you would like in every respect but one; he does not 
smoke--- but I think we could bring him to it. He 


is such another as Seabury, if he could be brought to 


it. Apropos-= I am glad Seabury is among you; will 
you let me know what you do at the next Convention? 
The good Dr. Chandler too, I want to hear much, how 
is he--do inform me," 


[32] 
Chetwood, John (1736-1806) 


Letter dated June 17, 1790, at Elizabeth Town, N.J., 


to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [New Mores Neveu 


referring to the death of Thomas Bradbury Chandler, 


"Our worthy friend Dr. Chandler, between-one and 
two ofclock this afternoon, left us withopt a strug- 
gle or even so much as.a groan. 
be so obliging as to perform the last kind office to 
your departed friend, by preaching his funeral ser- 
mone Iam requested to give you this early notice. 
The funeral is to be on Saturday afternoon, to move 
from the house precisely at two o'clock, that those 


It follows therefore, Master Necker, 


It is hoped you will 


of the clergy who would wish to return to their re 
pective parishes may have time for that purpose. 
Spraggs also writes you by this conveyance." 


[33] 
Smith, William 
Letter dated July 2, 1790, at Philadelphia, Pa., 
referring to the testimonials of Bishop=-elect 
James Madison.e 


"Rev. & Dear Sir: 
for Dr. Madison, as originated by Bp. Provoost and 


members of the standing Committee of New York, having 
I called immediately 


been handed to me by Bp. White, 
on Dr. Blackwell and Mr. Hopkinson the members of 
Committee for this state. I am sorry that, on thi 
important occasion, the members of the committee f 


S= 
Mr. 


_to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


The draft of the testimonials 


s 
or 


N. York, N. Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Mary- 


~ land at least, had not had a conference upon this 


business and some other matters, previous to the fram- 


ing those testimonials. It would have been a savi 
of time and a far better mode than the present. 
a conference could have been procured and held at 


Trenton in about a week's notice. However I hope 


great delay will arise from what we now submit to your 


consideration. « 
On considering the Draft of the Testimonials, t 
members of the committee were perfectly of opinion 


with me, that they were defective not only in form but 
in substance, and in the manner of introduction: & the 
mode of conducting the business (although we are cer- 
tain it was not so intended by you) is very disrespect-,) oh Treche United States. 
ful to the churches in the three Eastern States, which pee es fecccicn and Charity: 
now happily compose so considerable a part of our un- 
Sens ey ee ee ode chause slcene Creed to be repeated or not, at the discretion 
the church in each state has a representation we could Ree ee KORETEED 


ion. 


ng 


Such 


no 


he 


other members as are within our reach, even if it 
were certain that the Convention intended that a 
majority might act on this business (without con- 
sulting their brethren) as seems to be implied in 
the draft of the testimonials you sent to us, be- 
ginning ‘We, the undersigned, being the major part 
&c' which we considered as an addition to the pre- 
scribed form of Testimonials, which might prevent 
many of the Committee from subscribing them, and 
thus a majority not be obtained at last. 

A new form is, with all deference, proposed to 
you, with the approbation of Bp. White, who has 
forwarded a copy to Dr. Madison with an apology 
for the delay, which we hope will not. be long, if 
the enclosed meets your approbation. 

You will find two copies; viz: No. 1. which af- 
ter subscribing you will be pleased to get Dr. John-= 
son to send free to Mr. Hubbard, who will send it 
to Dr. Parker, who may be directed to enclose it 
again-to Dr. Johnson, and all this may be accom= 
plished in 10 or 12 days, as the posts are now so 
regular. 

The other copy, No..2 (which is the 
after subscribing you will transmit to the Rev. Mr. 
‘Ogden &c in New Jersey, and it will in a few days 
reach us in Philadelphia, to be forwarded through 
Delaware and Maryland to Dr. Madison; and if the 
copy from the Eastward reaches us by that time, he 
will be furnished with the names of all the Commit- 
tee, except South Carolina, to which place he has 
sent letters to obtain their separate signatures. 
If the papers from the Eastward should not come be= 
fore Dr. M. embarks, they are to be sent by Bp. 
White after him, to London; Or at any rate he will 
without them, have the same majority by the Copy 
No. 2, which he could have had by your first draft, 

Yand. that upon a plan which leaves it optional with 
the Church in Virginia to send him to England, or 
not, as may be deemed most expedient, without put- 
ting it on the committee to give directions in the 
Business, during its present delicate and diffi- 
cult situation, for want of an answer from the 
Arch Bishops. 

You will make Bp. Provoost and Dr. Moore, ac= 
quainted with the contents hereof, and forward the 
papers with all possible dispatch in the way pro- 
posed, if approved by you, of which I beg to be cer- 
tified, by return of Post." 


fairest,) 


[34] 
Doty, John 
Letter dated October, 1796, at William Henry, 
[Quebec 7], to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at 
[? New York, N.Y.]. 


"This month your Convocation meets, and I find 
it will be an important one, as you are to settle 
what are to be the articles of Religion of your 
Church. This I consider as a most important Crisis, 
on which depends the peace of thousands, and the 
prosperity and glory of the Protestant Episcopal 
You have set out with 
you have very judi- 
ciously discarded Athanasian and have left the Ni- 


I hope therefore that what you 


not think it proper or decent in the arent iveenere pecsiall determine concerning the celebrated doctrine 


fore us, to select a bare majority, viz: eight out 
seventeen without at least consulting as many of t 


of 
he 


f the Trinity, will be in conformity with those 
Tiperel Pegianinge: The Trine Invocation in the 
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Litany is quite orthodox enough in my opinion. Why 
should we quarrel & break Communion with any who un= 
derstand the terms therein contained in a somewhat 

different sense from ourselves? 
Church of Christ had been less definitive in these 
particulars, she would have had less contention and 


In my opinion if the 


Smith, Mr. Bingham and myself. All last summer Mr. 
Bingham was out of town. In the autumn Dr. Smith 
was gone to the westward; and at the time of his 
return, Mr. B. was gone to the Federal City. On 
his return after the end of the session of Congress 
Mrs. B. was apparently in so desperate a state of 


been more healthy and prosperous. 


Iam no Arian, nor health, that it would have been unreasonable to 
Socinian. 


I beleive that God, and not a super-angelic have required his attention to the present business. 
creature, was incarnate, and that the Lamb of God made He is since gone with his family to Bermuda, 
an atonement for the sins~of the whole world; God the At the time of your last letter's being put into 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, is the my hand, Dr. Smith was under an engagement to call 
God whom I adore, through the merits and mediation of on me on a certain day; which however some cause 
Jesus Christ. And yet I feel much tenderness for all prevented. He has since called, and returned the 
those who cannot join in all the peculiarities of the paper containing the plan formerly approved of at 
received doctrine of the Trinity. But I fear I have Trenton, with some remarks, which if I understand 
said too much on this subject and perhaps before you them, do not materially alter it. 
receive this, the die may be cast, and your articles The said plan has been considered so long as 
concluded upon." reasonable, that I now write to make the following 
proposal to you; as the only way that seems to 
promise to bring the Business to a conclusion; viz. 
Jarvis, Abraham that each of us, with such materials as are, or 
Letter dated Sept. 16, 1800, at Cheshire, Conn., easily may be in our possession, make a calculation 
to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] of what would be the right of the church in each 
state. This being done, we can bring the matter 
forward in so matured a state, as to require very 
little deliberation. You have given me an account 
of the stock with you; and I shall subjoin to this 
letter an account of the stock with us. let each 
of us write to Mr. Wallace, for an account of the 
small stock in Jersey. The printed Journals will 
furnish us with Information of the sums contributed 
in the respective states, or if there be anything 
further wanting, the Treasurers books will supply 
it. I intend very speedily to digest my ideas of 
what would be our respective shares in this plan. 
I hove you will find it convenient to enter on a 
similar undertaking. 


(35] 


"Dear Sir: By a letter from the Rev. Mr. Hart, 
now at N. Y. Iam informed that Mr. Hobart is elec- 
ted an assistant in Trinity Church, and in all proba- 
bility Mr. Ratoon will have the offer of St. Marks. 
These removals will cause a vacancy in two parishes, 
one of which he lets me know, it would be agreeable 
to him to place himself in; and requests a letter from 
me to you, in his behalf, as he particularly wishes 
for your friendship and that of Mr. Ratoon in this 
matter. Mr. Hart has been in your city sometime, in 
pursuit of an object which his circumstances induced 
him to enterprise. A consideration, that with me 
was his apology for so long an absence from his par= 
ishes, to which he ministered in Connecticut. During 
the time he has been in N.Y. you have had opportun- 
ity for some personal knowledge of him, perhaps suf- 
ficient to make up your mind, in regard to his suc- 
ceeding in an attempt for a settlement in one of these 


Stock in Pennsylvania. 
Due from John Vandecren =- - - = ofss -- 8s.--2d. 
iW nm John Fitzwater - - - - 94 -= 15 --8 
M. M. O'Brien =---= 299 -- 15 -=-4 


" " 


parishes. I beleive he gave satisfaction to the peo- " "Estate of John Wilcox oe a 
ple among whom he officiated in Connecticut. One & = 


parish, where he chiefly attended, I know, were fond 
of him, and wished him to abide with them. 
I readily concur in his desire, and commend him to 


[37] 
White, William (Bp.) 


"your friendship and likewise to that of Mr. Ratoon, 
wishinz he will do credit to himself, and to those 
gentlemen who will aid him in the object of his de- 


(+Abraham Beach, Robert Blackwell, Joshua M. Wal- 


lace) 
Subscription regarding the Widow's Fund and 


sires. This letter is now waited for, and is the 
cause of my not writing to Mr. Ratoon, to whom, please 
to make my regards and best wishes acceptable." 


[36] 
White, William (Bp.) 
Letter dated May 6, 1801, at Philadelphia, Pa., 
to the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, at [? New York, N.Y.] 


Corporation in the Eastern states supporting 
it, dated Nov. 27, 1806, at Philadelphia, Pa. 


"We, the subscribers, having this day ratified 
a Plan of division of the fund of the Corporation 
for the relief of the Widows and children of Cler- 
gymen of the protestant Episcopal Church in the Uni- 
ted States of America, embrace the opportunity of 
recording our unanimous opinion, intending to deliv- 
"Rev. and Dear Sir: I have received both your oy, the same to the members of the said Corporation 
letters on the subject of the Corporation, and should 4, the states, in which we respectively reside--- 
have answered the former of them long ago, but that I 454 44 will be incumbent on the contemplated Cor-= 
had not yet obtained the necessary information in this porations in the distinct states, to continue their 
quarter; but was in the continual expectation of being respective funds on the general principles on which 
properly prepared, which however is not yet the Case; the aggregate fund was established, and especially 
although the occurrence of a favorable opportunity in- +o keep in view the principle that contributions 
duced me to forward to you these lines. The difficul= aniy paid agreeably to the fundamental laws, are the 
ty has proceeded from some peculiar circumstances price of a purchase of an annuity, which should be 
which have kept apart the Committee consisting of Dre pendered as secure as the nature of human affairs 
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will permit; and that in regard not only to the fore 
mer, but also to future Contributors; and the aggre= 
gate Corporation having pledged themselves, and, as 

far as they could, their successors, to that effect. 


William White, 


in Robt. Blackwell, 
Abr. Beach. 


Joshua M. Wallace," 
[End of thé Manuscript] 


SEABURY PAPERS IN THE EPISCOPAL SAFE IN EDINBURGH, 
SCOTLAND (from transcripts made by Miss Eliza 
H. Dowden, 7 East Fettes Avenue, 
Edinburgh, sometime during 
World War TI.) 
[a] 
Berkeley, George (Son of Bp. Berkeley) 

Letter dated Jan. 3, 1785, at Canterbury, England, 
to Bp. John Skinner, at [? Aberdeen, Scotland]. 

(Letter No. 1991 in the Episcopal Safe, Coates 

Hall, Edinburgh.) 


",e- With all due deference to the Prelates who 
have signed the Concordate & pastoral letter, I beg 
leave to observe that (from my knowledge both of the 
principles & prejudices of the American Protestant 
Episcopalians) some parts of that Concordate & let- 
ter, apparently calculated for the conduct of a Bish- 
op to be employed in the first publication of the 
Gospel rather than as Bishop Seabury is to be occu- 
pied, may tend to occasion schisms where Unity is 
most desirable. I redde with pleasure & cordial ap- 
probation great part of both those papers which I had 
the honor to receive in Bishop Seaburys packet..." 


(An answer to Bpe Skinner's enquiry about taking part 

in the 'qualified' service.) 

a [B] 

Peters, Samuel 
Letter dated Feb. 20, 1786, at [London, England ?] 
to Bp. Arthur Petrie, at [? Merklefolla by Oldmel- 
drum, Scotland], (Letter No. 2021 in Episcopal 
Safe, Coates Hall, Edinburgh). 


(Summary: Says four New England states will unite 
with Bp. Seabury. Eight Southern states endeavored 
to unite against him under the Rev. Dr. William 
Smith and the Rev. Dr. William White. Speaks of the 
Convention at Philadelphia, attended by twenty 
‘priests and twenty laymen. Their “comprehensive sys- 
tem" which "offends no People except Christians," 
",..their new prayer Book would make Baxter blush, if 
the Puritan race blush, because they have mended the 
Lord's Prayer, & the Apostles Creed...and have much 
_ improved on Lindsay's & on Arius's Systems...." i, 


[c] 
Seabury, Samuel (Bp.) 
Letter dated Dec. 3, 1784, at Edinburgh, Scotland, 
to Bp. John Skinner, at Aberdeen, Scotland, 
(Letter No. 2016 in Episcopal Safe, Coates Hall, 
Edinburghe 


Right Reverend & my very dear Sir, 

[Says he has been six days "at this place” and 
received so much attention that he has no time 
at his command. Sends acknowledgments to the 
Skinnér familye.ee) After spending some days 

with great satisfaction at Dundee, particularly in 
the company of Mr Strachan and his friends, I ar= 
rived here on Saturday last, without any accident, 
or disagreeable occurrence; and purpose, on Tuesday 


a“ 


next, to set out for London, from whence I shall 
again do myself the pleasure of writing to you, & 
of informing you where to direct to me; & hope I 
shall then have the pleasure of hearing of your & 
familys welfare, & of all other good friends in 
your neighbourhood. 

I hope the printing of your Sermon is a matter 
determined on, and I am to request that you would 
send me 100 copies, & a parcel of such tracts as 
you shall think proper; as I think it a matter of 
some importance to have the mode of instruction in 
America as nearly as possible the same that it is 
in Scotland. At the same time be pleased to draw 
upon me for the expense, & the bill shall be punc- 
tually honoured. 

Whenever you have opportunity[,] present my most 
cordial & affectionate regards to the good bishops 
Kilgour & Petrie=--when I forget them I shall re- 
member nothinge Present my best regards [to the 
members of the Skinner family by name and to the 
clergy whom he met.] The Bp of all America also 
remembers Mr & Mrs Mcfarlane, & hopes they are 
well. 

And now, my very dear Sir, accept my best wish- 
es, & beleive pe to be your very affectionate & 
very hum. Serve 

Samuel Seabury 


[D] 
Seabury, Samuel (Bpe) 
Letter dated Dec. 27, 1784, at No. 38 Norton 
Street, London, Eng., to Bp. John Skinner, [in 
Scotland]. (No. 2017 in the Episcopal Safe, 
Coates Hall, Edinburgh.) 
(Printed in Historical Mag., III, 175] 


[E] 
Seabury, Samuel (Bp.) 
Letter dated Feb. 11, 1785, at Gravesend, Enge, 
to Bp. John Skinner, at [? Aberdeen, Scotland], 
(No. 2018 in the Episcopal Safe, Coates Hall, 
Edinburgh.) 


Right Reverend & Dear Sir, 

The box of books & your letter came duly to 
hand, & should have been acknowledged before now, 
but that I was unwilling to write till I could 
with some exactness inform you of such circum- 
stances as I wished you to know. 

Upon my coming to London from Scotland, find-= 
ing from all accounts, that the Abps were much dis-~ 
pleased with the step I had taken, I kept myself 
at a distance that the first impressions might 
wear off, & cool judgment resume its authority. 
But when the time of my departure approached, I 
went to take my leave of them. They both received 
me with every mark of friendly attention; con- 
versed freely & easily on the subject,-- hoped 
that none of the 111 consequences which they dread- 
ed would happen=-=-were convinced I had acted from 
the best motives, & beleived the same motives had 
influenced the Scots Bishops=-=-were sorry I had 
adopted the measure, but wished me & the Church in 
Connecticut success & prosperity, & should be glad 
to hear from me: And they parted from me in the 
most affectionate manner. 

From Dr [George] Berkeley I received several 
letters which I punctually answered» IJn them 
he found fault with the Concordate, till at last 
I was obliged to say something in explanation & 
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vindication of it. 
ter from him. The Articles relating to the Communion, 
& to Licensed Chapels are what he censures. Upon the 
whole there seems to me to be something odd in this 
Gentleman, & his conduct made me cautious of showing 
the Concordate here, as I was not willing to get into 
any new embarrassments, till I had got rid of the old 
ones. Dr Horne I have seen; He, I am confident, is 
pleased with what has happened; though he saw the copy 
of the Concordate you sent to Dr Berkeley. 

By the best information I can get, they are in a 
good deal of confusion at New York, & to the southward 
in ecclesiastical matters, by the admission of Lay 
deputies into their convention. This Convention has 
empowered two Clergymen to license Lay preachers, 
pleading necessity in their justification. This con- 
sideration has induced me to change my rout, that I 
may not be at N. York till I am perfectly acquainted 
with all circumstances, I have therefore taken my 
passage for Halifax, N. Scotia, in the Chapman Capt 
Dawson a stout ship of 600 Tons. By this means I shall 
see my Children who are settled in the new province, 

& know what their prospects are, & shall from thence 
go to Boston, Rhode Island or New London as opportu- 
nity shall offer. By comparing circumstances, I find 
the expense will not be increased, & probably not 
more than a fortnight's delay attend it; & I shall set 
down more easy & quiet in my own mind. 

For the Honor of the Connecticut Clergy I ought to 
inform you that they sent Mr Marshal one of their num- 
ber, to the Convention at New York, with a letter of 
remonstrance against admitting Lay deputies, & propos- 
ing to them to defer taking any steps in regulating 
ecclesiastical matters till they had a Bishop at their 
head, & could act under his authority. But Dr Smith's 
incessant struggles carried the matter against their 
letter. By letters from Dr Smith to his friends in 
London it appears that he proposes to come to England 
this spring with such recommendations as he can get, 

& try his influence with the English Bps & Ministry. 
If he should fail, it is supposed that he will visit 
Scotland on the same business. But he has set the 
Clerical Character so low, & subjected the Clergy to 
such restraints from the Laity, that his scheme, what- 
ever may be his personal qualifications, certainly de- 
serves no encouragement. I expect from him every 
trouble that he shall be able to give me; but I shall 
endeavour to keep straight forward in my duty, & leave 
the issue to Gods good providencee 

I am much obliged to you for printing your Sermone 

My friends in London like it much. I have sent one 

to each of the Abps. to the Bp of Oxford & to the Bp 
of Chester, with whom, at his own desire, I had an in- 
terview; but he would not converse on any but general 
subjects. One copy is also gone to Dr Horne & one to 
Mr Jones. My friends, who are also your friends, took 
14 copies to distribute where they thought they would 
do the most good. Many of them think that 100 or 200 
copies would readily sell in London. If you should 
think of such a thing you may write on the subject to 
the Rev. Dr Thomas Bradbury Chandler, No 10 John 
Street, Oxford Street, with the same freedom & secur= 
ity you could to me. He thinks highly of both your 
sermons, & of you. I expected your bill for&3--10-- 
would have found me; but it did not. I have left or- 
ders with Mr Joseph Allicocke No 35 St Swithin's Lane, 
London, to pay it if he can find it. If you have not 
drawn, draw upon him for that sum, & he will pay it 
for me. For the rest accept my most hearty & un- 


e 


Since which I have received no let- feigned thanks, & believe I shall make the best 


use of every thing you have sent. [Then Bp. S, 
sends his "most affectionate & respectful re- 
gards" to Bps. Kilgour and Petrie, to the Skinner 
family by name, and to "good Mr Jolly and the 
other Clergy my friends." He promises to write 
from Halifax if any opportunity presents itself 
to Glasgow or any port in Scotland, sisning him- 
self "your ever mindful Brother & obliged humle 
Serv’ Samuel Seabury" ] 


[F] 
Seabury, Samuel (Bp.) 
Letter dated Dec. 23, 1785, at New London, Conn., 
to Bp. John Skinner, at [? Aberdeen, Scotland] 
(No. 2020 in the Episcopal Safe, Coates Hall, 
Edinburgh.) 


[He begins, "Right Reverend and my very dear Sir" 
and accounts for his silence, which has been due 
to his being much of the time from home and also 
to the unsettled state of ecclesastical affairs 

in Connecticut "& to the South, in Pensylvania & 
Maryland, in so wrong a way that, though they have 
given memuch trouble, & uneasiness, & have en- 
grossed much of my time, I fear I have been fruite 
lessly employed.... JI arrived here the latter end 
of June..ee." He mentions that he saw his children 
in New Brunswick. "My reception from the inhabi- 
tants was friendly, nor have I met with any insult 
or disrespect. The Presbyterian ministers ap- 
peared, however, to be rather alarmed, & have, in 
consequence of my arrival, assumed & give to each 
other the stile & title of Bishops, which formerly 
they reprobated as a remnant of Popery. They are 
a good deal laughed at by their own people....] 

I met my Clergy at Middletown the third of Aug- 
ust; & joyful indeed was the meeting. The letter 
from the good Bps, & the Concordate were laid be- 
fore them, and were received as I could wish. But 
with regard to the Article in the Concordate re- 
lating to the Celebration of the Eucharist they 
thought it best to wait a little, till by preach- 
ing & conversation the minds of the Communicants 
were prepared for y reception of the Scots office. 
Another reason of delay was the propensity which 
had discovered itself to the South of making al- 
terations in the Liturgy, & we were affraid they 
would plead our example. J have not, at present, 
the least doubt but that the Scots Communion Of- 
fice will be adopted, as I have yet heard no ob= 
jection, & most people are convinced of its su- 
perior excellency. I shall first introduce it 
here, but I believe not till Easter Sunday, as I 
should choose to have the aera marked by one of 
our great Festivals. 

I had some little time after my arrival a very 
complaisant letter from Dr Wm Smith, inviting me 
to the Convention of Clergy & Lay delegates which 
was then to be held at Philadelphia the latter end 
of September. But my affairs would not permit my 
taking a journey of 250 miles, & they had, by their 
fundamental rules, set the Episcopal Character so 
low, subjecting it to the jurisdiction of a Cone 
sistory of Presbyters & Laymen--which is to be 
their supreme judicatory in all Ecclesiastical af-= 
fairs--& besides had left the Presidency of their 
Convention so that a Layman might have contested 
it with me by an election, I contented myself with 
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prdting an apology to Dr S. for my not coming, & ex- 

plained my ser theenkasor their proceedure, & of their 

degradation of the Eps Dignity &c.: very plainly & 
very fully, & desired him to lay my letter before 
their Convention. In a note he informed me {he] had 
done so, & that all would end well. He was also to 
write to me at the desire of that Convention, to give 
me an account of their proceedings, & the reasons on 
which they were founded; But I have never heard from 
him about it.e--=- Dr S, must. govern or he will hold no 
intercourse with any one. He quoted the author ity 

of Bingham to me, for one Bp & two Presbyters conse- 

crating a Bp. I saw where this tended & took no no- 

tice of it. I did not even look into Bingham, as I 

wanted no authority to do what I did not approve of 

doing. 

, [Bp. Seabury then mentions what he has learned 
from others regarding the Convention in the South--- 
their discretional use of the Athanasian and Nicene 
Creeds, the reduction of the 39 Articles to20, the 
necessity of a new prayer book, and the letter writ- 
ten to the two Archbishops requesting that the ob- 
structions to their having a bishop from England be 
removed. Dr. Smith had stated in the letter that he 
had been elected two years before and that he had 
asked Bishop Seabury what difficulties he had met 
with and had been informed with "all exactness & 
candor." Bp. Seabury indicates that since Dr. Smith 
has spoken highly of the Scots bishops, he may try to 
go to Aberdeen, and warns Bishop Skinner of Smith's 
unsuitable private and political conduct. Moreover, 
they really do not want a fully accredited bishop, 
for the "one great reason of their putting their Bp 
when they got one, under such unheard of restrictions 
was to guard against him should he succeed." Seabury 
adds that if the English Archbishops should conse- 
crate Smith, they will have "great need to repeat 
daily the general Confesstion, ‘We have left undone’ 
&Ce He next indicates that from August 3 to Nov. 30 
twelve priests were ordained, "four for Maryland, one 
for Virginia, one for Pensylvania, two for New Jer- 
sey, three for this State, & one for Providence, 
Rhode Island. They have all made & subscribed a dec- 
laration of their beleif of the doctrines of the 
Church of England & of conformity to her Liturgy till 
they are directed to vary from it by competent Ec- 

-clesiastical authority. For it seemed right to me to 
put those Gentlemen particularly who were not under 
my immediate direction, under some restraint with re- 
gard to the mode of officiating; & as no other mode 
has yet been here agreed upon, the old one of course 
was adopted. I am told that this has given some of- 
fence to the Clergy,-=-some of them--to the South; & 
that they discourage any more candidates coming to me, 
telling them that I exacted an Oath of obedience to 
myself without any limitations; but time & enquiry 
will clear up this falsity. I have had a very pious 
& affectionate letter from the Revd Mr Wm. Smith who 
went out from you some time ago, to Maryland, & is 
settled in a parish there [Paper worn away] .--he 
tells me [Paper worn away by seal] ...used the Scots 
Communion Office to the intire satisfaction of his 
Parishioners; but that Dr Smith has lately interposed, 
& insists on his using the Eng. Office. I have ex- 
plained to him how that matter stands in the Concord= 

ate, & what is proposed to be done here; & have en- 
couraged him to continue as he has begun--at least 
till he has a Bp to direct him--if the peace of his 


Uf 


parish & the Uieh~ will any ways permit it. I am 
pleased with his letter & hope to hear again from 
him. 

I think the Cfch will increase here. [Worn away] 
ee. country is indeed so poor that but a scanty 
support can be given to our Clergy; And the Society 
in England have discarded me & all their Mission- 
aries here. A punishment I presume for the step 
they and I have taken. This has hurt us much in 
mind as well as interest. But though poor we are 
not cast down, God is alsufficient; & he that open- 
eth his hand & filleth all things living with plen- 
teousness, knoweth whereof we have need, & will do 
for us what is right & best; & his blessed will be 
done. Amen. 

[Seabury then sends most affectionate greetings 
to Bishops Kilgour and Petrie, to all the Skinners, 
and to "all those good Presbyters whom I saw at 
Aberdeen." Through a friend in London, he sends a 
couple of pamphlets: "an address of my Clergy up- 
on my first meeting them---my answer==-a Sermon by 
one of my Presbyters--& my first Charge." Then 
follows a postscript dated Dec. 26:] 

Yesterday a Gentleman presented himself for Or- 
ders. He brings a title from Virginia, where he 
arrived from Eng. about a month ago. He is a na- 
tive of Cumberland (educated in Trinity College 
Dublin) & is recommended by three Presbyters of 
the Diocese of Carlisle, with an attestation from 
the Bp by whose advice he applies here: that they 
are three of his Presbyters & worthy of all credit. 
Every thing appearing fair, he will be ordained, 
God willing on the Feast of the Epiphany...." 

{Seabury then signs himself “your most affect. 
Bror. & obliged Serv, Samuel Connecte" 


[6] 
Seabury, Samuel 
Letter dated Nove 7, 1788, at New London, Conn., 
to Bp. John Skinner, at [? Aberdeen, Scotland]. 
(No. 2023 in the Episcopal Safe, Coates Hall, 
Edinburgh.) 


eee The Bps White & Provost [sic] especially the 
latter, seem to value themselves so much on their 
English Consecration that I fear no great cordial- 
ity is to be expected from them. I have proposed 

a Union of all the Churches, at least so far as to 
admit each others Clergy & Communicants. I fear 

it will scarcely take place unless we adopt their 
book & lay delegates. The People here dislike 
their book, & the Clergy will have noting to do 
with lay men in Chch Government. This made me anx= 
ious to have another Bp. in this State, that we 
might stand on even terms with them. 
goes so far as to affect to doubt the validity of 
my Consecration & Orders--seriously, if he has any 
sense, he cannot do it: But it serves for a ground 
for party. I have written to Bp. Drummond on the 
subject, & wish to have the succession of the Scotch 
Bps from 1661 to the time they were ousted from 
their temporalities, & Presbyterianism established. 
eee JI shall still pursue measures for uniting the 
Southern Churches, & shall acquiesce in any terms 
consistent with sound Ecce” principles: but I can- 
not give up what I esteem essential to Epl Govern= 
ment by admitting Laymen into any share of it, 
further than the external or temporal state of it 
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may require--- But to subject a Bp to the Censure of fectionate Brot & very hum? Serv’ 


a Consistory of Presbyters & Laymen, even with a Bp Samuel Connect." 

at their head, I cannot consent. From that thraldom 

the Cheh in Connecticut must, if it please God, be 200 ae Ss eee eS nae 
preserved, [Editor's Note: Bishop Skinner's sermon, mentioned 


Your lectures I have redde with great pleasure, & in MSS. numbered 2016, 2017, 2018 is, doubtless 
most heartily thank you for the copy you sent me. I that which he preached at Seabury 's pontecreci cs 
wish we were in condition here to take a large num- and published in Edinburgh and reprinted (7) in 
ber of them; but our poverty is a bar to many schemes London, The "lectures" in no. 2023 were probably 
we should otherwise pursue to benefit our Gtch. And A Course of Lectures; delivered on the Six Sundays 
yet we talk of establishing a Clerical library, that in Lent, to a Congregation of the Episcopal Church 
we may have the Fathers of the primitive €trch, the of Scotland: and chiefly designed for the Instruc- 
Controversial writers against the Papists & Dissenters tion of its young members. To which is added, The 
at our command, The battle for Episcopacy must be Substance of each Lecture digested in the rayeet 


fought over again in this country. I have sent to Question and Answer, which may serve as a Catechism 
Bp Drummond for you a Copy of a letter on that Sub- for those of riper Years.... Aberdeen, 1786. (Pp. 
ject from one of our Clergy to Dr Stiles, that you 238---catechism 85 pages) ] 


May see how we are like to go on. We are also endea- 
vouring to establish an Episcopal Academy or College 
in this State, that we may have the education of our 
own Clergy. We hope to raise 14 or 1500 & Sterling 
by subscription. If we succeed we shall get it going 
in the course of next summer, & flatter ourselves 
that by good management, it will support itself, es- 
pecially as we purpose to make it a general School 
for fitting young Gentlemen for the various occupa- 
tions of life. 

We have now 16 Presbyters in Connecticut, & four 
Deacons, who will be put into Priests Order in the 
course of six months. That will be nearly as many 
Clergymen as the State of the Church will enable it 
to support. But to reduce the Churchpeople, many of 
whom are converts from Presbyterianism, & not always 
from the best motives, to good order, & make them 
Churchpeople indeed is an arduous task, & I fear will 
exceed my ability. The late commotions in the coun= 
try introduced a disregard to all principles except 
those of party, & it is not easy to do good to people 
who think all religions equal, because the next step 
is to think no religion as good as anys Patience & 
perseverance will, I hope, in time, do what a sudden 
effort cannot accomplish. I shall do my endeavour to 
impress on them a true idea of Christs Church, its 
government, & doctrines---what I most fear is my own 
judgment & prudence with regard to times & measures. 

I have sent, merely as a testimony of my regard, 

a few copies of a Charity Sermon I preached in Boston, 
to Bp Drummond, some of w°> he will transmit to you 
& my friends in your neighbourhood. 

The Rev Me William Smith is now resident about 45 
miles from me, but not in a situation beneficial to 
himself. The Southern country was injurious to his 
health, & there is nothing here to be had worthy of 
his attention, so that he purposes to return to Scot~ 
land in the course of the next year. I heartily wish 
to keep him in my neighbourhood, for he would be very 
useful to me in bringing our people to a better. knowl- 
edge of the real principles of their Religion, & to 
more submission to Ecclesiastical discipline. 

[He then sends greetings to the Primus, Bp. Robert 
Kilgour, to Bp. McFarlane, Mrs. McFarlane, Mr. Jolly 
and all the Skinner family. He indicates that a let- 
ter directed to the care of the "Revd Mr Samuel Par- 
ker Rect. of Trinity Church Boston, will come surely 
to me." The distance from New York and Boston makes 
correspondence with Scotland difficult. However, 

'Mr Evart Bancker Juy No. 3 Fair Street, New York, Christ Church, Stratford, Conn. Second Building, 
will forward...." He signs himself "your most af- 1744. Above, the Rev. Dr. Samuel Johnson, ordained 
1722. 
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